
NATICK PUBLIC SCHOOLS
School Committee Meeting

March 28, 2024
1:00 PM

Policy Subcommittee - School Committee Room - 3rd flr, Town Hall

Posted Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 @10:35AM

Policy Subcommittee - Open Meeting at 1:00 PM

Posted In Accordance with Provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30A, Sections 18-25

OPEN SESSION

PUBLIC SPEAK
Public Speak is scheduled for a period of fifteen minutes. Each speaker will be permitted a maximum of
three minutes during which time they can speak about topics within the scope of responsibility of the
School Committee. All remarks will be addressed through the School Committee Chair. Public Speak is
not a time for debate or response to comments by the School Committee.

Subcommittee Meeting Item

1. Approval of Policy Subcommittee Meeting Minutes dated December 21, 2024

2. Review Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee Meetings
a. Current Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee Meetings - LINK
b. MHTL Client Alerts - March and August of 2023 - LINK
c. MHTL Draft Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee Meetings   LINK
d. MASC Policy BEDH: Public Comment at School Committee Meetings - LINK
e. Town of Natick Charter - Article 7 - LINK

3. Review MASC December 2023 Policy Newsletters for Possible Policy Inclusion on Future
Agendas
MASC Policy Newsletter - December 2023 - LINK

4. Review Policy KEC: Public Complaints About the Curriculum or Instructional Materials
KEC: Public Complaints About the Curriculum or Instructional Materials - LINK
NOTE: No Similar MASC Policy

5. Review Policy IJR
a. Natick IJR: Reconsideration of Instructional Resources - LINK
b. MASC: IJR - LINK

6. Review Policy IJ: Instructional Materials
a. Natick IJ: Instructional Materials - LINK
b. MASC: IJ - LINK

Agenda items will be addressed in an order determined by the chair. Times are approximate.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CmSvlFwev1KIEDr8BLcXDlJBjmCSiA_8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oqtqV1laZEXkEj5F6YnMMR2XjTpXz2Yy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNJ8TWtu5lgpEvknd0BZg6skj6P2LdWC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c3DZSsgBc3CRdW03GU9-oOJrGkdmUj7f/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U-OvUMMDIPQ-ILUbiP47lXhVd_4iMWqE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2u8gqweb3ecyVN4b174U4T26PP3A6Ue/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z3MFPEcjg6IP54PftcKawG9FrjAvlxfW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1guQbhwTGnkEVPJht8neA3Jzac0zN24O5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NcwMaJvDWvkiJqw2INqpR-tb2e_9RLL7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OrQhtIWVmiQ54LWHlS3_GHEqlvdf02ly/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k8i0r-qF675H3rIE4gztMw96oN9hpYDE/view?usp=sharing


ITEM TITLE: Approval of Policy Subcommittee Meeting Minutes dated December
21, 2024

DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY:
BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:



ITEM TITLE: Review Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee
Meetings

DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY: a. Current Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee

Meetings - LINK
b. MHTL Client Alerts - March and August of 2023 - LINK
c. MHTL Draft Policy BEDH: Public Participation at School Committee
Meetings   LINK
d. MASC Policy BEDH: Public Comment at School Committee
Meetings - LINK
e. Town of Natick Charter - Article 7 - LINK

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description File Name Type
Natick Current BEDH Natick_Current_BEDH_(1).pdf Cover Memo
MHTL Client Alerts - March and
August MHTL_Client_Alerts_March_and_August_2023_(1).pdf Cover Memo

MHTL Model Policy MHTL_Model_Policy_BEDH_(1).pdf Cover Memo
MASC Policy BEDH MASC_BEDH_(1).pdf Cover Memo
Town of Natick Charter - Article 7 Town_Charter_Article_7_(2).pdf Cover Memo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CmSvlFwev1KIEDr8BLcXDlJBjmCSiA_8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oqtqV1laZEXkEj5F6YnMMR2XjTpXz2Yy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNJ8TWtu5lgpEvknd0BZg6skj6P2LdWC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c3DZSsgBc3CRdW03GU9-oOJrGkdmUj7f/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U-OvUMMDIPQ-ILUbiP47lXhVd_4iMWqE/view?usp=sharing






















ITEM TITLE: Review MASC December 2023 Policy Newsletters for Possible Policy
Inclusion on Future Agendas

DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY: MASC Policy Newsletter - December 2023 - LINK
BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description File Name Type
MASC Policy Newsletter MASC_Policy_Newsletter_December_2023_(2).pdf Cover Memo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2u8gqweb3ecyVN4b174U4T26PP3A6Ue/view?usp=sharing






ITEM TITLE: Review Policy KEC: Public Complaints About the Curriculum or
Instructional Materials

DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY: KEC: Public Complaints About the Curriculum or Instructional Materials

- LINK
NOTE: No Similar MASC Policy

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description File Name Type
KEC: Public Complaints Public_Complaints_About_the_Curriculum.pdf Cover Memo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z3MFPEcjg6IP54PftcKawG9FrjAvlxfW/view?usp=sharing


 

Natick Public Schools 

File: KEC 
 

PUBLIC COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE CURRICULUM OR 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

 
 
The School Committee, though it is ultimately responsible for all curriculum and instructional materials 
(including library books), recognizes the need and right of students to free access to many different 
types of books and materials.  It also recognizes the right of the professional staff to select books and 
other materials supportive of the school system's educational philosophy and goals. 
 
Criticism of a book or other materials used in the schools may be expected from time to time.  In such 
instances: 
 

1.     If a parent requests that his/her own child not read a given book, the teacher and/or 
school administrator should resolve the situation, perhaps by arranging for use of 
alternative material meeting essentially the same instructional purpose.  This does not 
apply, however, to basic program texts and materials that the Committee has adopted. 

 
2.     The Committee will not permit any individual or group to exercise censorship over 

instructional materials and library collections, but recognizes that at times a reevaluation 
of certain material may be desirable.  Should an individual or group ask to have any book 
or other material withdrawn from school use: 

 
a.  The person who objects to the book or other material will be asked to sign a 

complaint on a standard form on which he/she will document his criticism. 
 
b. Following receipt of the formal complaint, the Superintendent will provide for a 

reevaluation of the material in question, he/she will arrange for the appointment 
of a review committee from among the faculty to consider the complaint. 

 
c.    The Superintendent will review the complaint and the committee's reevaluation 

and will render a decision in the matter.  Should the decision be unsatisfactory to 
the complainant, he/she may appeal it to the Committee. 

 
In summary, the Committee assumes final responsibility for all books and instructional materials it 
makes available to students; it holds its professional staff accountable for their proper selection.  It 
recognizes rights of individual parents/guardians with respect to controversial materials used by their 
own children; it will provide for the reevaluation of materials in library collections upon formal request.  
On the other hand, students' right to learn and the freedom of teachers to teach will be respected. 
 
 
 
LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 76:5 
 
CROSS REFS.:   IJ,  Instructional Materials 
   IJ-R, Reconsideration of Instructional Material 
                IJL, Selection and Adoption of Library Materials 
 



ITEM TITLE: Review Policy IJR
DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY: a. Natick IJR: Reconsideration of Instructional Resources -

LINK
b. MASC: IJR - LINK

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description File Name Type
IJR: Reconsideration of Instructional
Resources Reconsideration_of_Instructional_Materials.pdf Cover Memo

MASSC: IJ-R MASC_IJ-R.pdf Cover Memo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1guQbhwTGnkEVPJht8neA3Jzac0zN24O5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NcwMaJvDWvkiJqw2INqpR-tb2e_9RLL7/view?usp=sharing


 

Natick Public Schools 

File: IJ-R 
 

RECONSIDERATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES 
 
 
Material that is challenged usually belongs to one of the three basic categories: religion, ideology, or 
profanity/obscenity. Board policies regarding these areas shall be as follows: 
 
Religion -- Factual, unbiased material on religions has a place in school libraries. 
 
Ideologies -- Libraries should, with no thought toward swaying reader judgment, make available a 
balanced collection of primary and factual material, on the level of their students on various 
ideologies or philosophies which exert or have exerted a strong force, either favorably or 
unfavorably, in government, current events, politics, education and other phases of life. 
 
Profanity/obscenity -- Materials shall be subjected to a test of literary merit and reality in context 
using the criteria established. 
 
When a problem concerning instructional resources in a school arises, the disposition of the problem 
will be made in a reasonable period of time using District adopted procedures. 
 
In accordance with the statement of philosophy, no questioned materials shall be removed from the 
school pending a final decision.  Pending the outcome of the request for reconsideration, however, 
access to questioned materials can be denied to the students of the parents making the complaint, if they 
so desire. 
 
If the decision of the School Committee is that the questioned instructional resource be retained, the 
District will not convene a Review Committee relative to the same complaint for a period of three years.  
If a substantially different point of view is advanced, it will be investigated.  (The period of three years 
does not apply in this instance). 
 
If an individual or a group undertakes action to keep material from the shelves by checking it out and 
failing to return it, or by taking turns in keeping it checked out so that it is not available for student use, 
the Superintendent shall request, in writing, the return of the material.  If it is not returned within thirty 
(30) days, a bill for the current replacement cost of the item shall be rendered to the party holding the 
item. 
 
After the School Committee has adopted new materials or approved certain methods, that decision will 
not be reconsidered for a period of three years beginning with the end of the school year when the 
adoption is made. 
 
 
 



3/18/24, 2:24 PM z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0

https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 1/1

File:  IJ-R - RECONSIDERATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

Material that is challenged usually belongs to one of the three basic categories: religion, ideology, or
profanity/obscenity. Board policies regarding these areas shall be as follows:

•  Religion -- Factual, unbiased material on religions has a place in school libraries.

•  Ideologies -- Libraries should, with no thought toward swaying reader judgment, make available
a balanced collection of primary and factual material, on the level of their students on various
ideologies or philosophies which exert or have exerted a strong force, either favorably or
unfavorably, in government, current events, politics, education and other phases of life.

•  Profanity/obscenity -- Materials shall be subjected to a test of literary merit and reality in context
using the criteria established.

When a problem concerning instructional resources in a school arises, the disposition of the problem will be
made in a reasonable period of time using District adopted procedures.

In accordance with the statement of philosophy, no questioned materials shall be removed from the school
pending a final decision.  Pending the outcome of the request for reconsideration, however, access to questioned
materials can be denied to the students of the parents/guardians making the complaint, if they so desire.

If the decision of the School Committee is that the questioned instructional resource be retained, the District will
not convene a Review Committee relative to the same complaint for a period of three years.  If a substantially
different point of view is advanced, it will be investigated.  (The period of three years does not apply in this
instance).

If an individual or a group undertakes action to keep material from the shelves by checking it out and failing to
return it, or by taking turns in keeping it checked out so that it is not available for student use, the Superintendent
shall request, in writing, the return of the material.  If it is not returned within thirty (30) days, a bill for the
current replacement cost of the item shall be rendered to the party holding the item.

After the School Committee has adopted new materials or approved certain methods, that decision will not be
reconsidered for a period of three years beginning with the end of the school year when the adoption is made.

SOURCE: MASC - Formatting Update 2023



ITEM TITLE: Review Policy IJ: Instructional Materials
DATE:
ITEM TYPE:
ITEM SUMMARY: a. Natick IJ: Instructional Materials - LINK

b. MASC: IJ - LINK
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description File Name Type
Instructional Materials Instructional_Materials.pdf Cover Memo
MASC: IJ MASC_IJ.pdf Cover Memo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OrQhtIWVmiQ54LWHlS3_GHEqlvdf02ly/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k8i0r-qF675H3rIE4gztMw96oN9hpYDE/view?usp=sharing


 

Natick Public Schools 

File: IJ 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
 
 
The School Committee believes that materials appropriate to the needs of the school program must be 
available to each student and teacher.  These will be furnished by the School Committee subject to 
budgetary constraints. 
 
The task of selecting instructional materials for programs will be delegated to the professional staff of 
the school system.  Because instructional programs and materials are of great importance, only those 
that meet the following criteria will be approved by the Committee: 
 

1.     They must present balanced views of international, national, and local issues and 
problems of the past, present and future. 

 
2.     They must provide materials that stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary 

appreciation, aesthetic and ethical values. 
 
3.     They must help students develop abilities in critical reading and thinking. 
 
4.     They must help develop and foster an appreciation of cultural diversity and development 

in the United States and throughout the world. 
 
5.     They must provide for all students an effective basic education that does not discriminate 

on the basis of race, age, color, religion, national origin, sex, physical disabilities, gender 
identity, or sexual preference. 

 
6.     They must allow sufficient flexibility for meeting the special needs of individual students 

and groups of students. 
 
7. They must follow the standards established by the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education. 
 
 
 
LEGAL REFS.:   M.G.L. 71:48; 71:49; 71:50 
 
CROSS REF.:    KEC, Public Complaints about the Curriculum or Instructional Materials 
 



3/25/24, 1:46 PM z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0

https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 1/1

File:  IJ - INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

The School Committee believes that materials appropriate to the needs of the school program must be available
to each student and teacher.  These will be furnished by the School Committee subject to budgetary constraints.

The task of selecting instructional materials for programs will be delegated to the professional staff of the school
district.  Because instructional programs and materials are of great importance, only those that meet the
following criteria will be approved by the Committee:

1.  They must present balanced views of international, national, and local issues and problems of the past,
present and future.

2.  They must provide materials that stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation,
aesthetic and ethical values.

3.  They must help students develop abilities in critical reading and thinking.

4.  They must help develop and foster an appreciation of cultural diversity and development in the United
States and throughout the world.

5.  They must provide for all students an effective basic education that does not discriminate on the basis
of race, age, color, religion, national origin, sex, gender identity, physical disabilities or sexual
orientation.

6.  They must allow sufficient flexibility for meeting the special needs of individual students and groups
of students.

SOURCE: MASC - Cross Reference Update 2023

LEGAL REFS.:  M.G.L. 30B:7; 71:48; 71:49; 71:50

BESE regulations 603 CMR 26.00

CROSS REF.:   KE, Public Complaints

IGA/IGD, Curriculum Development and Adoption

NOTE:  A broad policy, such as the sample above, can establish the framework for the selection
and adoption of all instructional materials used in the school      district.  Regulations, however,
might be needed to cover procedures for selection of textbooks and supplementary and library
materials.

http://ttps//malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIII/Chapter30b/section7
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/section48
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/section49
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter71/section50
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr26.html
https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/doccode=KE&z2collection=master#z2Code_KE
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