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NATICK

VALUE AND EFFIciIENcY OF HW

Essential Question - how do we improve the value and
efficiency of homework at Natick High School?
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Faculty Engagement

- Leadership Team review
- Professional Development
- Department and PLC review, discussion and action

Homework As An Informative Assessment

Tracey Calo
Assistant Superintendent
Grafton Public Schools
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Essential Question

How can teachers
create homework tasks
that are effective
assessments for

learning?

Design homework tasks that
inform instruction and
advance student learning



Check to

Pre-learn
Understand
learning
Practice Process

learning learning
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NﬁTI‘CK HOMEWORK - STUDENT RESPONSES

Are you taking any AP and/or Honors classes? If so, how many do you have
on your current schedule?

| 1237 responses)

® Zoro Zero = 30.9%
- 1-2 = 30.4%
& 5 or more 3-4 =25.3%

5 or more =13.4%

On average, how much time each day do you spend outside of class
completing homework? Include only the time that you spend working
productively. Do not include distractions or breaks. Please include time that
you spend during CDS or Study Halls completing work.

DLy [ I,
(1231 responses)

Zero = 2.8%
po Less than one hour = 7.6%
@ Lexs than ona bour 1-2 hours = 30%
. 2-3 hours = 33.8%
.2 b 3-4 hours = 16.7%

& Mare thar 4 hours

More than four hours = 9.1%
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NﬁTI‘CK HOMEWORK - STUDENT RESPONSES

On average, how much time do you spend over breaks (Winter, February,
April) completing homework? Include only the time that you spend working
productively.

| raspanaes)

& Zaro

@ Less than one hour
& 1-2 hours

& 22 hours

@ 3-1 hours

@ Mara than 4 haume

Do you use your COS and Study Hall time productively? (1231 reszonses)

]

40Kl

1d (25.5%)
276 [22 4%}

200

B3 [5.1%)
31 2.5%)

Scale: 1 =not at all; 5 = completely



k CDS/StupY HALLS - STUDENT RESPONSES

Is your CDS block a quiet and productive space? If you wanted to work
productively the entire time, is your COS conducive to completing work?

(1237 responsas)

400
284 [23.1%)
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Is your Study Hall a quiet and productive space? If you wanted to work

productively the entire time, is your Study Hall conducive to completing work?
[T237 responses)

JEA (32.3%) SZ3liA.255 %)
400
210 (17.1%)
200
;  meess N
1 2 3

N: Scale: 1 = not at all; & = completely
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Goals

- to maximize the value of homework
- to reduce the stress that students experience with HW

- to reduce the total time that students spend outside of
school on HW

How?

Strictly limit students to no more than seven classes
Promote balance between honors/APs/extracurriculars
Discourage students from overriding recommendations

Promote greater productivity in CDS, Study Halls and classes
with a substitute
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N&I! Kk How?

Homework-free Rosh Hashanna (September 20-22, 2017)
Thursday, September 21 - Schools closed for holiday

Friday, September 22 - Schools open
No homework, deadlines or assessments due on September 22
Assignments may be due Wednesday, Sep 20 and Monday, Sep 25

Homework-free Winter Break with AP exception

Encourage homework-free Thanksgiving, February and April
breaks

Teachers to evaluate HW for value and efficiency

Teachers to articulate the learning objective of each HW
assignment and its role in the next class

All HW assignments posted on teacher websites

Help students develop more effective self-advocacy skills
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