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VALUE AND EFFICIENCY OF HW

Essential Question - how do we improve the value and 
efficiency of homework at Natick High School?

• Review of literature
• Review of neighboring high 

schools
• Student focus groups and 

student survey
• Discussions of value, root 

cause, proposed guidelines 
and next steps from 
perspective of students, 
teachers, parents and School 
Council
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VALUE AND EFFICIENCY OF HW

Faculty Engagement
• Leadership Team review
• Professional Development
• Department and PLC review, discussion and action



Essential Question
How can teachers 

create homework tasks 

that are effective 

assessments for 

learning?

Design homework tasks that 
inform instruction and 
advance student learning 



Pre-learn

Practice 
learning

Check to 
Understand 
learning

Process 
learning



Natick Public Schools • 13 East Central Street, Natick, MA · 01760 • Visit us onlline: www.natickps.org 

HOMEWORK - STUDENT RESPONSES

Zero = 30.9%
1-2 = 30.4%
3-4 = 25.3%
5 or more = 13.4%

Zero = 2.8%
Less than one hour = 7.6%
1-2 hours = 30%
2-3 hours = 33.8%
3-4 hours = 16.7%
More than four hours = 9.1% 
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HOMEWORK - STUDENT RESPONSES



Natick Public Schools • 13 East Central Street, Natick, MA · 01760 • Visit us onlline: www.natickps.org 

CDS/STUDY HALLS - STUDENT RESPONSES
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ENHANCING THE VALUE & EFFICIENCY OF HW

Goals
• to maximize the value of homework
• to reduce the stress that students experience with HW
• to reduce the total time that students spend outside of 

school on HW

How?
• Strictly limit students to no more than seven classes
• Promote balance between honors/APs/extracurriculars
• Discourage students from overriding recommendations
• Promote greater productivity in CDS, Study Halls and classes 

with a substitute
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HOW?

• Homework-free Rosh Hashanna (September 20-22, 2017)
• Thursday, September 21 - Schools closed for holiday
• Friday, September 22 - Schools open 

• No homework, deadlines or assessments due on September 22
• Assignments may be due Wednesday, Sep 20 and Monday, Sep 25

• Homework-free Winter Break with AP exception
• Encourage homework-free Thanksgiving, February and April 

breaks
• Teachers to evaluate HW for value and efficiency
• Teachers to articulate the learning objective of each HW 

assignment and its role in the next class
• All HW assignments posted on teacher websites
• Help students develop more effective self-advocacy skills



PEER ADVOCATES & SERVICE TRIPS


